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Abstract

The Effect of the Use of Information Technology Systems on
the External Audit Process
(A Field Study on Audit Offices in Saudi Arabia)

Prepared by:

Saleh Omar Mubarak bin Hidarah altameme

Supervised by:

Dr. Mohammed Majeed Salim
This study aimed to measure the effect of the use of
information technology systems on the external audit process in
Saudi Arabia.
The researcher dealt with three aspects of information
On-line\ Real technology systems, Batches processing systems,
time processing system ,and Database systems.
The study population consisted of (25) audit offices that
reviewed the work of public stock companies. The total number of
questionnaires distributed was (120). One hundred and fourteen
valid questionnaires were returned, with a retention percentage of
(95%).The researcher tried through the analytical descriptive
approach to measure the effect of the use of information technology
systems on the external audit process. The researcher as well used
SPSS statistical package for the purposes of statistical analysis.

The major results were:
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1-There was a statistically significant effect of the use of
Batches processing systems on the external audit process.

2- There was a statistically significant effect of the use of On-
line\ Real time processing system on the external audit
process.

3- There was a statistically significant effect of the use of
database systems on the external audit process.

The researcher also made a number of recommendations, the most
important of which are :

1- Including the foundations and procedures to be followed by
the auditors in the exercise of the profession in an
environment of information technology systems in the Saudi
fellowship test, because reliance on the private use of
computers contained in the Saudi standards is not enough to
make the auditor professional in his work within this

environment.

2- Conducting a comparative study between the Saudi auditing
standards called the " Auditing standards in enterprises that
use the computer," and the international standards of auditing
based on the information technology systems, with the aim of
identifying the most important differences and deficiencies and
develop a revised model for Saudi standards.

3- The external auditor should make sure that he/she is
specifically authorized to change programs or make
modifications of data on the system. He/she should also make
sure that there is a system that can effectively control all

devices, especially terminals, online access and database.
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4- The external auditor must check coordination between the
general control system and test applications, especially online
ones, and work to diversify the tools used in the process of
auditing such as the analytical procedures and the computer-
assisted auditing when working within the online\ real time

processing systems and the database systems
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